
 

 
                                                

                                                    

                  

 
                                                   

Monday 20th April 2020 
 

Summer Term Newsletter 1 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope you had a restful Easter holiday, even if it was totally different to every other school 
holiday we have ever known!  
 
So, today marks the day when children would have ordinarily been back at school – but of 
course, we are closed to most children. However, I still want you to know that we want to 
stay in touch regularly, support you as you look after your children at home and with home 
education. It’s hard to believe that so far by the end of today, the children have only 
missed 9 days of school! 
 
 
Free School Meal Vouchers 
 
There has been an unavoidable delay in parents of children who are entitled to free school 
meals receiving their government vouchers. As you can imagine, the company is working 
hard to get vouchers out but due to the volume of children across the country, this is taking 
a while. We have been able to provide a family meal for two weeks to help and should you 
wish to receive a food box please let the school know. During these difficult times, it is 
important to let us know that you are struggling, whether your child has free school meals 
or not – we can help! 
 
Home Schooling 
 
We must remember that the most important thing at this moment is to look after your 
children and each other. Nobody needs to be even more stressed than they are just now.  
 
So, encourage your child to do some school work each day. Make sure that your child 
takes breaks and is active (try the Joe Wicks workouts at 9am Monday to Friday). Aim to 
read, learn times tables, watch some of the new BBC Bitesize educational programmes 
and take some time to just let your children play. Perhaps now we have the time to play 
board games together, learn card games, cook, sew, knit and maybe even learn a new 
skill via YouTube! 
 
The teachers have put learning activities on our websites as helpful suggestions. We will 
continue to add to this but do not feel that everything has to be completed – they are just 
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there to help you. It is important to be supportive and encouraging while trying to maintain 
some schooling each day. 
 
When will we go back to school? 
 
We do not know when schools will open to all children yet. However, when we open it will 
be to kick start the economy again and allow parents to get back to work. 
 
It is worth remembering that education is not the main priority at the moment. Combatting 
the virus is the main goal. When schools open it may be that some children will be able to 
come back, but not all. Schools will have to be certain they can be safe places and not 
spread the virus all over again. 
 
It is important that we communicate what might happen when we return, so below are 
some of my thoughts on how we will be aiming to work so that children and staff are safe: 
 
We will: 

 Open the school for some children when we are allowed. It is likely that the 
government will say that certain shops, businesses or professions are to return to 
work. We will prioritise these children if this is the case. 

 Have different schooling times for different year groups. 
 Limit the number of children in school so that we can follow social distancing 

measures. 
 Send some children home if we do not have enough staff due to the virus or only 

open for some classes. 
 Consider the risks involved in taking our very youngest children back – they will not 

be able to understand social distancing! 
 Regularly wash all surfaces and disinfect toilets throughout the day.  

 
Of course, we just don’t know what will happen at the moment and a return may be 
many weeks away, but hopefully you can see that there are a great many things for 
schools to think about in order to keep everyone safe. 
 
 
 
 
 
Transition to Reception, Junior or High School. 
 
I am sure that you are worried about your child starting school in reception, moving to the 
junior school or up to high school. We are thinking about this too. It is one of our priorities 
to make sure the children are well prepared for September and we will make special 
arrangements for these year groups. I will let you know more details when they are firmed 
up. 

 



 

Safeguarding 
 
Schools still have a responsibility to make sure that children are safe. We are 
keeping in contact with our families in a number of ways but you can help too. If you 
see anything or hear anything that makes you worried about a child, then say 
something. 
 

Call 0344 800 8020 or in an emergency call the police. 
 
If school staff become worried about a child, please be assured we always work 
with the child’s best interests at heart. 
 
 
Suffering loss or bereavement 
 
Our love, thoughts and prayers go out to all who have lost loved ones during this national 
emergency. This is a terrible time to suffer without the comfort of loved ones around. 
In particular our thoughts are with staff member Miss Amie Daniels and her family 
following the passing of her son, Blake. Although not related to Covid-19, our love and 
prayers are sent to the family. 
 

                        
 
 
 
Please do not worry about your child’s learning and progress. Do what you can to support 
your children. We remember that every child, parent and school in the country is in the 
same position as us. Teachers will make sure that when your child returns to school, they 
catch up with their learning over time. This virus will take the country a long time to recover 
from but we are all in this together. 
 
 
I am sure you will agree that these are difficult times. We must all be patient and 
understanding, follow government guidance and look after each other. 
 
Keep well! 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

HJ McCarney 
 
Mrs Helen McCarney 
Executive Headteacher 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


